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Balance Sheet



• Quantified the scale of the (partial) 
benefit compared to the financial 
accounts. £22.5bn vs £1.4bn.

• Highlighted the need to understand 
the areas we can’t quantify – we have 
no idea how much impact including 
air quality, flood protection, water 
quality would make.





• Visibility to the underlying natural 
capital that contributes to the balance 
sheet.

• Traffic lighting means we have to be 
happy any negative changes are 
understood or intended.

• Highlights what we do and don’t 
measure at the moment.



• New data on 
priority woodland 
habitat in 2nd year 
of NCA.

• Published with 
‘gaps’ to motivate 
us to fill them 



Impact of NCA So Far

• Increased Board level of the 
benefits and how undervalued they 
are by the financial accounts.

• Internal focus on understanding 
how ‘much’ we have of different 
parts of our natural capital. 

• Improved the types of data we are 
collecting. 



2017/18 NCA

• Improving understanding of lower 
priority areas

• Correcting errors

• Filling gaps in asset register

• Improving explanations

• Creating a ‘self serve’ air quality 
tool that any organisation could use.



Next Steps:

• Project underway to test whether  
a natural capital assessment can 
influence land management 
decisions:

• Woodland planting a brownfield ex-
industrial site on the edge of London.

• Conversion of upland agricultural land to 
woodland with recreation paths.
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More Information:

miranda.winram@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

On our website at:

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/BEEH-APTCAS

https://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/BEEH-APTCAS


END
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