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Background	of	Pilot	Ecosystem	
Accounts	in	the	Philippines	
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Southern	Palawan	Ecosystem	Accounts	

MUNICIPALITY	OF	SOFRONIO	ESPANOLA	
•  Ecosystem	Condi;on	Account	
•  Ecosystem	Service	Supply	And	Use	Account	

PULOT	WATERSHED	(in	S.	Espanola)	
•  Land	Account	
•  Carbon	Account	
•  Ecosystem	Condi;on	Account	
•  Ecosystem	Service	Supply	And	Use	Account	
•  Ecosystem	Asset	Account	

SOUTHERN	PALAWAN	
•  Land	Account	
•  Carbon	Account	

•  Low	financing	for	mgt	of	large	protected	areas	
•  Emergent	water	supply	limits;	increased	polluLon	of	
coastal	areas	
•  Land	use	incompaLble	with	zoning	
•  Low	financing	of	NR	management	and	enforcement		



•  Fisheries	
•  IrrigaLon	
•  DomesLc	water	supply	
•  NavigaLon	
•  Industrial	cooling	
•  Hydropower	supply	
•  Flood	reservoie	
•  RecreaLon	

900	km2	

Issues	
•  Rapid	expansion	of	seUlement;	urbanizaLon	
•  PolluLon	from	industries,	households,	agriculture	
•  ConLnued	clearing	of	vegetaLon;	lake	siltaLon	
•  Flooding	of	seUlements	
•  Declining	fishery	producLon;	invasive	species	

Laguna	de	Bay	Basin/Region	



Issues	on	Land	and	Natural	Resource	Use	Policies	
Addressed	by	Land	and	Ecosystem	AccounLng	

Divergent	implementa;on	
of	land	use	policies	

Conserva;on	vs.	Conversion,	and	
Alloca;on	of	Land	and	Natural	Resources	

Land	zoning	and	use	
conflicts;	degradaLon	of	
ecosystem	services;	
threaten	natural	res.	
sustainability	 Ecosystem	Services	 Economic	produc;on	

Trade-offs	and	Sustainability		Issues	



Uses	of	the	Ecosystem	Accounts	

Policy	Uses	of	Accounts	 Future	Direc;ons	of	Uses	

•  Improving	local	land	use	
zoning		and	planning	

•  Enhancing	rehabilitaLon/
reforestaLon	

•  LocaLon	of	industries,	
shoreland	development,	
reclamaLon,	mining	

•  AllocaLon	of	water	for	
various	demands	

Regulatory		policies,	e.g	aquaculture,	zoning	

Evidence	of	policy:	declining	terrestrial	and	coastal	natural	capital	



Challenges	in	Building	Ecosystem	Accounts		

•  Data	availability,	sufficiency	and	validity	
•  Capacity	to	apply	the	new	methods/	
approaches	(UN	SEEA	EA	Technical	Recomm.)	

•  Local	experts	support	
•  CompeLng	with	regular	work	of	government	
working	groups	

•  Timeliness	of	accounLng	informaLon		



Challenges	to	make	the	accounts	policy	relevant	and	
reach	a	broader	consLtuency	of	users	

Challenges	

•  PoliLcal	changes	and	
program	changes	

•  Banner	programs	
approaches	

•  Usefulness	of	
accounts	for	local	
managers	

Ac;ons	Taken	

•  Policy	dialogues	at	different	
levels		

•  Sustained	communicaLon:	
briefings,	orientaLon,	
trainings	and	workshops	

•  Inclusion	in	Annual	
Workplans,	Target	Outputs,	
and	Outcomes	for	
EvaluaLon	



Role	Played	By	and	Outcomes	of	WAVES	Support	in	the	
ApplicaLon	of	Ecosystem	AccounLng	

Role	Played	by	WAVES	

•  Catalyst	for	renewed	
parLcipaLon	of	stakeholders	
and	demand	for	capacity	
building	

•  IniLator	in	creaLng	and	
sustaining	working	groups	and	
capacitaLon	of	government	
personnel	

•  Providing	experLse	in	
ecosystems	accounLng	

•  Pump	priming	resources	that	
sLmulated	government	
funding	

Outcomes	of	WAVES	Support	

•  Sustained	engagement	of		
government	working	groups	

•  SLmulated	policy	discussion	and	
sharing	of	data		

•  Increased	the	level	of	technical	
knowledge	on	ecosystem	
accounLng	

•  Inclusion	of	Ecosystem	
AccounLng	in	the	Philippine	
Development	Plan,	and	local	
land	use	planning	

•  Inclusion	of	ecosystem	
accounLng	in	regular	budgeLng	



Next	steps	for	the	Philippines	

Scaling	Up	
•  Scaling	up	of	pilot	
accounts	at	the	regional	
and	naLonal	level	

•  InsLtuLonalizaLon	of	
ecosystem	accounLng	
in	different	levels	of	
governance	

Capacity	Building	
•  Sustained	development	
of	a	cadre	of	local	
experts	and	resource	
persons	to	conLnue	EA	

•  Sourcing	funds	to	
conLnue	the	capacity	
building	of	working	
groups	



Sustaining	Ecosystem	AccounLng	in	the	
Philippines	

•  Clearly	link	the	accounts	
to	issues	and	policy	
concerns	in	environment	
and	natural	resources	
management	

•  Sustain	demand	and	
moLvaLon	of	
government	in	pursuing	
ecosystems	accounLng	

•  Involve	stakeholders	in	
the	various	phases	of	
accounts	development	


