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Great Barrier Reef 

 
 



• Introduce the area 

• Previous studies 

• Our experiences so far 

• Lessons learned 

• Possibilities for the future 

This session…. 



• 5 NRM (Natural Resource Management) 
regions 

• 1 Marine Park 

• World Heritage listed 

• Economic activity 

Great Barrier Reef region 



• Local and International area of interest 

• Coral 

• Sea grass 

• Dugong 

• Indigenous communities 

• Industry 

 

 

Of interest to many 



• Land Management: Fitzroy and Livingstone 
Shires 

• GBR Land Account (experimental) 

• CTP work 

• NRM ecosystem accounts? Wentworth? 

• Land to reef process (Brodie) 

 

Previous and ongoing work 



Previous and ongoing work 



• Identify and Align with Act of 
Parliament 

• Identify who is responsible for 
enforcing Act 

• Where can we fit in? 

• Require support and utilization to 
continue work 

 

 

Stakeholder identification 



The main object of this Act is to provide for the long term 

protection and conservation of the environment, biodiversity 
and 

heritage values of the Great Barrier Reef Region. 

(2) The other objects of this Act are to do the following, so far 
as is 

consistent with the main object: 

(a) allow ecologically sustainable use of the Great Barrier Reef 

Region for purposes including the following: 

(i) public enjoyment and appreciation; 

(ii) public education about and understanding of the 

Region; 

(iii) recreational, economic and cultural activities; 

(iv) research in relation to the natural, social, economic and 

cultural systems and value of the Great Barrier Reef 

Region; 

 

 

GBR Marine Park Act 1975 



• One off studies with specific interest 
(thematic and/or spatial) 

• Qualitative data 

• Collection methodologies 

• Marine/terrestrial contrast 

• Retain focus – repeatability, 
timeseries 

 

 

 

 

Marine data abundance 



• Rapid Assessment tool 

• Policy questions 

• Distribution of benefits and residuals 

• Multi-faceted data needs 

 

Ecosystem or  
Central Framework Account? 

 



• Ecosystem assets, physical measures, 
extent and condition 

• Ecosystem services, physical measures 

• Valuation? 

• 2014, 1 year after SEEA EEA publication   

Services and Assets –  
How far can we go? 



• Industry value add as benefits – NRM 
level at best? 

• Process of accessing data – BIT and 
BAS 

• Census data – Regional Profiles incl. 
employment, income, etc. 

• Ag survey 

Small area economic and social 
information 



• National Regional Profile 



• Scoping – managers, ecosystem 
accountants, economists 

• Physical data – ecosystem 
accountants, connections to research 
network 

• Services data – Scientists, 
economists, ecosystem accountants 

Multi-disciplinary nature 



Next Steps 

• Second round of stakeholder 
consultation 

• Develop structure of end product 

• Documentation 

• Utilisation 

 

 



• The GBR is an important asset for 
Australia and the world 

• A lot of work done already 

• Application of framework to test EEA 

• Second and third accounts, utilisation 

 

Summary 



 

Questions? 



• This and other contributions are made 
possible by funding from Australian Aid 
(AusAID) and the World Bank. 

• The Australian Bureau of Statistics and 
AusAID are pleased to be partners in the 
WAVES program, and in particular assisting 
with the implementation of the SEEA in the 
Asia-Pacific. 
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