
Key policy issues and 
challenges for forests 

Presentation to WAVES   

Global Workshop on Forest Accounting 

May 11, 2014 





 
 
 
 

FORESTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD 

INCOME 

ENERGY 

SAFETY 

HEALTH 

pollination 

irrigation 

mosquito control 

bush meat, wild foods 

erosion control 

landslide prevention 

less dam siltation 

rainfall patterns 

medicine 

timber 

fish 

recreation 

tourism 

tsunami mitigation 

charcoal 

Development Goals 

clean drinking water 

forage and fodder 

non-timber products 



What’s happening to the world’s 

forests, and what are the 

implications? 

 

First, the good news: 



Information on forests has never 

been better….  



…or more accessible  



We know what drives deforestation… 



High temporal 

resolution 
for near real-time 

monitoring and response 

High spatial 

resolution 
for accurate measurement of 

annual deforestation 

…and can track and respond to change 



Now, the bad news: 
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Tropical deforestation has been 
increasing 

 
Million hectares 

 

Source: Hansen et al., 2013 



 
 



 





Implications of deforestation for 

biodiversity  



Data Source: IPCC, AR5 WGIII Report , 2014 

Implications of deforestation for 

climate change 

    Deforestation 

 11.0% 

 



Implications of deforestation for 

ecosystem services 



Implications of deforestation for 

livelihoods and national economies 



What’s the national forest 

agenda? 



Source: Wunder et al, World Development Report (2014) 

Value current forest livelihoods 

21% 



Enhance revenues from forests 

managed as forests 

 
 

REDD+ 



21% Source: Saenz and Mulligan, Ecosystem Services, 2013.  

Value forests for food security 
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Brazil has demonstrated that it is possible to 

reduce deforestation…  
 
 

Source: Prodes, 2014 
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Deforestation

Soybean

Cattle

…while increasing agricultural production  

Source: Prodes, 2014; FAOSTAT, 2014 



Value forests for adaptation 



Ensure that appropriation of 

forest resources is legal 



Ensure the equitable distribution 

of forest benefits 



What’s the national forest 

agenda? 

 Include forest-based income in national income accounts 
 Enhance revenues from forests managed as forests 
 Recognize forest-based ecosystem services as an input to 

agricultural production 
 Recognize conservation of forest-based ecosystem 

services as cost-effective “green infrastructure” 
 Increase law enforcement effort against illegal logging 

and forest conversion 
 Recognize and strengthen indigenous and customary 

forest management systems 
 Understand better the impacts of policies on the 

distribution of forest-related benefits 
 
 

 

 
 
 



What’s the global forest agenda? 



Source: Report of the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda, 2013 

Value forests for climate protection 
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Other multilateral

Private foundation

Congo Basin Forest Fund

UNREDD

FCPF Readiness Fund

FIP

Bilateral

Domestic finance

Private sector

Germany's REM

GRIF

Carbon Fund

Norway/Indonesia Partnership

Amazon Fund

Source: ODI, The State of REDD+ Finance, forthcoming 

REDD+ finance pledges 



Support market transformation 



 
Source: Brack and Bailey (2013) based on Chatham House Resource Trade 

Database, BACI, COMTRADE. 

 
Consumer countries are importing deforestation 

in globally-traded commodities… 



Data Source: Gerasimchuk and Koh, International Institute for Sustainable Development, 2013.  

 
…and often subsidized by demand-side policies  



Employ demand-side tools to 

transform markets 

Illegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012 
  

No. 166, 2012 
  

  

  

  

  

An Act to combat illegal logging, and for related 

purposes 



What’s the global forest agenda? 

Mobilize finance for REDD+ and adaptation 

Support voluntary private sector commitments 
to responsible sourcing 

Remove subsidies for unsustainable biofuels 

Implement other demand-side policies to 
provide incentives for legal and sustainable 
production 

 Legality assurance initiatives 

Green procurement programs 

 

 

 

 



We have succeed in making 

deforestation visible…. 



…but the economic costs and benefits of 

forest loss  

– and how they are distributed –  

are still invisible 
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