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•  Partnership of European Commission services (ENV, CLIMA, 
JRC, ESTAT, RTD) and EEA. 

•  Objectives: 
•  Support the full integration of ecosystem accounts into economic 

decision making at national and EU level.  
•  Design and Implement an integrated accounting system for 

ecosystems and services at EU level 
•  Develop EU level accounts and support MS is developing accounts 
•  Connect and build on existing projects and data (EU and MS)  
•  Foundation: common data platform of geo-referenced information 

•  Implementation phase (2016-2020) after feasibility and design 
phase (2015- 2016)  

Knowledge Innovation Project on Integrated System for 
Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services Accounting in 
the EU – KIP INCA 
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MAES and ecosystem accounting 



Potential policy uses of NCA (1) 
Make better decisions by accounting for range of ecosystem benefits and 
values in decision-making; Determine synergies/trade-offs  

At macro-level: 
• Develop macro-indicators, both physical and monetary 
• Raise awareness 
• Identify limits and thresholds; sustainability dimension 

Sectoral and environmental policies: 
• Show how sectors benefit from and impact on natural capital 
• Better target funds 
• Synergies and trade-off across policies 
• Common reference frame for assessing progress towards targets (eg 
target 2 of biodiversity strategy) 
• Streamlined reporting across policies  



Potential policy uses of NCA (2) 

•  International:  
•  EU input to UN-SEEA EEA 
•  Supporting non EU countries (WAVES, Partnership Inst.) 
•  CBD; SDGs  

•  Corporate accounting:  
Natural Capital Protocol, EU B@B Platform – need for 

consistency with national accounts 

Policy Applications: testing and piloting 
•  Across EU policies – ecosystem-based approaches 
•  With EU MS 

•  Statistical grants 
•  H2020 demonstration 



       Thank you for your attention! 
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Components of ecosystem accounting (SEEA EEA) 
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Existing potential input: MAES (ecosystem extent) 
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Existing potential input layers - MAES activities 
(ecosystem services) 

(Source: JRC) 


