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NCA Regional Workshop for Europe and Central Asia (ECA) Region 

March 9-11, 2015; Istanbul, Turkey 

Participant Directory 

  

Mr. Adem BİLGİN, Head of Research Division 
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs 
Turkey 
Mr. Adem Bilgin holds a B.Sc. in Biology from METU. He has a governmental expertise 
thesis on environmental diplomacy and works as a negotiator in various international 
environment and trade platforms. He has written articles and books on ecological economics, 
biodiversity and philosophy (aesthetics and axiology). He is IPBES bureau member from East 
Europe, member of Pan-European Steering Committee, and former vice-president of European 
Landscape Convention of Council of Europe. 

  

Mr. Ahmet Atıl Aşıcı, Associate Professor 
Istanbul Technical University 
Turkey 
Mr Aşıcı holds a Ph D in Economics from Graduate Institute, University of Geneva in 2007. 
Before joining Istanbul Technical University he worked for UNCTAD’s globalization and 
Development Strategies Division as an economic officer. He is teaching economics courses in 
Management Engineering program at ITU since 2009. His main research areas include 
ecological economics, footprint accounting and green economic transformation. 

  

Ahmet Vehbi MUSLU, Assistant Expert 
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs 
Turkey 
Mr. Ahmet Vehbi MUSLU holds a B.Sc. in Environmental Engineering from Marmara 
University. He is assistant expert in the General Directorate of Water Management from 
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs in Turkey. He is responsible for and working on 
programs in the areas of management of water economy and efficiency. Prior to working at 
the Ministry, he was an environmental engineer at a thermal power plant. 

  

Mr. Alisher NAZIROV, Project Coordinator 
UNDP-UNEP Poverty-Environment Initiative, UNDP 
Tajikistan 
Mr. Alisher Nazirov holds a MSc. in Sustainable Development from the University of St 
Andrews, UK in 2013. He coordinates the UNDP-UNEP Poverty-Environment Initiative 
(PEI) in Tajikistan. Prior to working for PEI, he served for UNDP, WFP and FAO as a food 
security, monitoring and evaluation specialist.   

  

Ayşe Özdemir, Engineer 
State Hydraulic Works  
Turkey 
Ms. Ayse OZDEMIR has been working in State Hydraulic Works since 1987. She is an 
agricultural engineer and working on planning, classifications, drainage and irrigation. 

 

Ms. Bahar Celikkol Erbas, Associate Professor 
TOBB University of Economics and Technology 
Turkey 
Dr. C. Erbas is an associate professor, in the Dep. of Economics, TOBB University of 
Economics and Technology (TOBB ETU), Ankara, Turkey.  She received her Ph.D. from the 
Pennsylvania State University, U.S.A. Prior to joining TOBB ETU, she worked in US 
Department of Treasury, University of California at Berkeley, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, the Department of Telecommunication and Energy and Tellus Institute in US. 
Dr. C Erbas works in the fields of environmental and natural resource economics and energy 
economics in specific and applied microeconomics in general. She teaches Environmental 
Economics, Natural Resource Economics, Energy Economics, Public Economics, 
Microeconomic Theory and Industrial Organization.  
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Mr. Başar BAKIR, Division Director of Ecosystem Services 
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs DG Forestry 
Turkey 
Mr. Başar BAKIR holds a B.Sc. in Forest Engineering from Black Sea Technical University 
in 1996. Also his second B.Sc. in school of business administration Anadolu University in 
2006.  His M.Sc in European Union Law from Selcuk University in 2013. He is Division 
Director of Ecosystem Services in DG Forestry   of the Ministry of Forestry and Water 
Affairs in Turkey. He is working on Ecosystem Services and marketing of the non wood 
forest products. 

  

Çağrı Göcek, Project Officer 
WWF-TR 
Turkey 
I am a Biologist and PhD candidate in Biological Sciences.  I hold a M.Sc. in Ornithology. I 
have been working as a project officer at WWF-TR since 2010. I am responsible for the 
coordination of a Grant Program and a project basically concentrated on water resources 
management/ water risks. Prior to working at WWF-TR, I have managed several projects on 
species & habitat protection, awareness increasing among local people, educational and 
socio-economic development based projects in other NGO, local administration, school. I 
worked as an independent assessor at Turkish Development Agencies and CFCU and 
evaluate the project applications.  

 

Ms. Canan Yıldız, Consultant/ Environmental Engineer  
World Bank 
Turkey  
Ms. Canan Yıldız has graduated the Department of Environmental Engineering of the Middle 
East Technical University in 2001. She mainly works in the fields of municipal infrastructure 
and environmental management. Since 2013 she has been working as Consultant in several 
projects in the World Bank Ankara Office.   

  

Mr. Dumitru Galupa, Director 
Forest Research and Management Institute 
Republic of Moldova 
Mr. Galupa holds PhD in Economy from 2008. He is the Director of Forest Research and 
Management Institute since 1998. Among his responsibilities are: forest management 
planning; forest inventory; strengthening legal and regulatory capacities in forestry sector; 
monitoring of forest condition etc. At the same time he is conducting the Project 
Implementation Unit, which implements two CDM afforestation/reforestation projects.  

 

Mr. A. Erinç Yeldan, Professor of Economics 
Bilkent University 
Turkey 
PhD, University of Minnesota, 1988. Professor of Economics and Dean of the Faculty of 
Economics at Bilkent University. Works on economics of climate change and applied general 
equilibrium.  Was responsible for developing models of climate change and de-carbonization 
of the Turkish economy for the Ministry of Development for the Rio +20 meetings.   

  

Mr. Erol H. Cakmak, Professor 
TED University 
Turkey 
Erol H. Cakmak is currently Professor of Economics and Dean at the TED University in 
Ankara, Turkey. He obtained his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Economics from METU, and his 
Ph.D. from FRI, Stanford University. His research focuses mainly on the sectoral and 
economy-wide impact analysis of domestic and international agricultural policy changes.  His 
recent works have addressed the impact of climate change on Turkey. 
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Ms. Esra ARIKAN, Sr. Environmental Specialist 
The World Bank 
Turkey 
Ms. Arikan joined the World Bank Turkey Country Office in April 2010. She is an 
environmental engineer by training and has a master’s degree on water treatment. She has 11 
years of experience in environmental management and consultancy with special expertise in 
national environmental framework and environmental impact assessment (EIA). Ms. Arikan 
co-leads integrated basin management project and environmental and natural resources 
management technical assistance program in Turkey, and works on the environmental 
safeguards for the WB funded projects in the ECA region.   

  

Ms. Esra Başak Dessane, Consultant 
WWF-Turkey 
Turkey 
Esra obtained her MSc Degree in 2003 from Wageningen University’s Environmental 
Systems Analysis Group in the Netherlands. With a background on nature conservation, she 
currently works as an independent consultant on environmental/ecological economics 
providing research and training on Ecosystem Services and their values to a wide range of 
national and international institutions.  

  

Mr. Fadil Fatić, Deputy Director  
Agency for Statistics of Bosnia and Herzegovina  
Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) 
Mr. Fadil Fatić, LL.B, holds the position of Deputy Director of the Agency for Statistics of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina since 2009, performing all the tasks that this position covers. 

  

Ms. Feyza Eldeniz, Planning Expert Assistant  
Ministry of Development 
Turkey 
B.Sc in Department of City and Regional Planning, Faculty of Architecture, Gazi University 
(2004-2008), M.Sc in Regional Planning, Graduate School of Natural and Applied Science, 
METU (2008-2011), working in irrigation and forestry sector at the Ministry of Development 
since 2011.  

  

Mr. Firuz KHAMIDOV, Programme Manager, Communities Programme 
UNDP 
Tajikistan 
Mr. Firuz Khamidov has MA in Political Science from University of Hyderabad, India in 
2003. He manages Communities Programme (CP) which is aimed at sustainable development 
of the most marginalized communities throughout the country. CP is a multi-year initiative 
launched in 2003 and built on the previous achievements of UNDP since 1996. UNDP CP 
supports localization and operationalization of the MDGs and the implementation of 
Tajikistan’s national development strategic documents. 

  

Mr. George Bouma, Team Leader Sustainable Development  
UNDP (ECIS Regional Hub) 
Turkey 
George holds a Masters in Environmental Science from Murdoch University, Australia and 
Masters in International Development from Melbourne University, Australia.  He leads the 
sustainable development cluster in the UNDP Europe and CIS regional hub.  He is 
responsible for policy and programme support to country offices in the region with a focus on 
employment, social protection and sustainable management of natural resources. He has 20 
years’ experience in environment and development with country experience from EastTimor, 
Afghanistan Liberia, Indonesia, China, Mongolia and Ukraine.  
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Ms. Gulmira Imasheva, Head of Division for Water Resources Management 
Committee for Water Resources, Ministry of Agriculture 
Republic of Kazakhstan 
In 1987 graduated from Dzhambul Irrigation and Construction Institute. From 1988 started to 
work in the area of water management, and has overall experience in water management 
systems for over 26 years. Responsible for the regulation and management of water resources 
in the economy sectors. Previously worked as a head of the territorial department of the 
Committee. 

  

Ms. Gulnaz Kaalykova, Director,  
Methodology and Expert Examination Department, Division of Strategic Planning 
Ministry of Economy of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Kyrgyz Republic 
Ms. Kaalykova is the Director of the Methodology and Expert Examination Department at 
the Division of Strategic Planning of the Ministry of Economy of the Kyrgyz Republic. She 
holds MA from the Kobe University, Japan (2011). She is responsible for providing 
methodical support for deployment of fundamentals of strategic planning taking into account 
sustainable development model, assisting state authorities in development and monitoring of 
implementation of state strategic development documents. Prior to working at the Division of 
Strategic Planning, Ms. Kaalykova worked at the Division of Macroeconomic Analysis and 
Forecast. She was in charge of inflation analysis and forecast and analysis of the monetary 
and currency market.  

  

Ms. Gulsevil BAHCELI, Engineer 
Turkish Statistical Institute 
Turkey 
Ms. Gulsevil BAHCELI graduated from Environmental Engineering Department of Middle 
East Technical University in 1992.  She has been working as an engineer in Turkish 
Statistical Institute since 1992.  She has experience on environmental employment, revenue 
end expenditure statistics and environmental accounts. She is mainly responsible for 
environmental taxes, physical water flow accounts and environmental goods and service 
sector. 

  

Mr. Hüseyin ŞENTÜRK, Head of Environmental Accounts Group 
Turkish Statistical Institute 
Turkey 
Mr Hüseyin ŞENTÜRK holds a B.Sc. in Statistics and M.Sc in Financial Mathematics from 
METU. He has a governmental expertise thesis on material flow accounts and works as head 
of environmental accounts group since 2014. He is working on compiling environmental 
employment, revenue and expenditure statistics, constructing environmental accounts and 
calculating greenhouse gases emissions for Turkey. 

 

Mr. Ibratjon Karimov, Director 
Department for Economics and Management of Natural Resources 
State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Nature Protection 
Republic of Uzbekistan 
Mr. Karimov holds a bachelor’s and master’s degrees in environmental science from the 
National University of Uzbekistan named after M. Ulugbek (1997-2001; 2001-2003). He has 
been the Head of the Department for Economics and Management of Natural Resources in 
the State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Nature Protection since late August 
2014. Prior to working in the State Committee for Nature Protection, he worked in the 
Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
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Mr. Inga Podoroghin, Head of International Cooperation and EU Integration Unit 
Policy Analysis, Monitoring Dept.  
Ministry of Environment 
Republic of Moldova  
Ms. Inga Podoroghin has graduated the International Law Faculty of the State University of 
Moldova in 2002 and currently is a Ph.D. student at the same institution. Her research work is 
focused on environmental security dimensions under the Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements.  Since 2005 she has been working in the Ministry of Environment in the area of 
environmental policy and European integration. Actually she is responsible for coordination 
of international cooperation of the ministry and working closely with the donor organizations.  

  

İpek TURTİN UZER, TurkStat Expert 
Turkish Statistical Institute 
Turkey 
Ms. TURTİN UZER holds a B.Sc. in Environmental Engineering and a M.Sc. in 
Environmental Science from Middle East Technical University in 2003 and 2005, 
respectively. She is a TurkStat Expert and working with Turkish Statistical Institute since 
2006. She is working in the areas of water, wastewater and waste statistics. 

 

Ms. Işık Kocaman, Consultant 
The World Bank 
Turkey 
Ms Işık Kocaman has a B.Sc. in Economics from Middle East Technical University (METU) 
in 2000 and M.A. in political science from Ludwig-Maximilians-University (LMU) from 
2004. She is a freelance senior consultant in the field of environment, transport, and 
infrastructure design sectors as well as in institutional capacity building. Ms Kocaman has 
been engaged as financial and institutional expert in various projects assigned for 
contribution to the policy assessment studies; master plan studies; demand and affordability 
studies; feasibility studies in line with the EU Cost-Benefit-Analysis (CBA) Guidelines; 
financial and operational performance review of municipalities and municipal water utilities 
including development of performance improvement programmes; calculation of cost 
recovery tariffs for municipal water, wastewater and solid waste services. 

 

Jian Xie, Sr. Environmental Specialist 
The World Bank 
U.S.A. 
Mr. Xie holds his Ph.D. in Urban Planning from Cornell University in 1995 and a M.Sc. in 
Environmental Science and B.Sc in Geography from Peking University (Beijing, China) in 
1987 and 1984, respectively. He is a Sr. Environmental Specialist in the Environment and 
Natural Resource Global Practice in the World Bank.  Jian managed in various lending and 
technical assistance programs in the Europe and Central Asia region, including environmental 
and natural resource management TA in Turkey, climate change and green growth in 
Romania, and solid waste management in Kazakhstan and other countries.  Prior to working 
at the Word Bank, Jian has the teaching, research and consulting experiences at IMF, Harvard 
Institute of International Development, Cornell University, Resource for the Future, and 
Peking University.   

  

Juan-Pablo Castaneda, Natural Capital Accounting Specialist 
The World Bank 
U.S.A. 
Juan-Pablo is part of the WAVES Secretariat at The World Bank in Washington, D.C.  He 
works implementing and promoting the use of Natural Capital Accounting (NCA) around the 
world, with a special focus in Latin America, where he is the regional advisor.  He also 
develops training materials and methodologies for NCA.  He is an NCA practitioner, having 
coordinated the National Green Accounting initiative in Guatemala for almost eight years. 
Prior to his involvement with the World Bank, he worked as senior researcher in the Central 
American Institute for Fiscal Policy and the Institute for Agriculture, Natural Resources and 
the Environment.  He also worked as consultant in different Latin American countries, 
working and collaborating with public institutions, international organizations, research 
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institutions and NGOs. His related academic background is in Planning and Architecture 
from Universidad de San Carlos in Guatemala, Ecological Economics from The University of 
Edinburgh in UK and in Economics from Tilburg University in the Netherlands. 

 

Mr. Juldin Braholli, Budget Specialist 
Ministry of Environment 
Albania 
Mr. Juldin Braholli holds a MSc. in Finance from Clark University in 2004. He is a budget 
specialist in the Ministry of Environment in Albania. He is responsible for analyzing budget 
data, prepare and revise cost projections, budget and expense projections for multiple 
programs and funds. Prior to working at the Ministry, he was a financial manager for ISS 
Inc., responsible for weekly multi-state payroll overseeing & preparation/processing for 
approximately 1400 employees. 

  

Ms. Kanykey Orozbaeva, Director 
Department of Environmental Statistics 
National Statistical Committee 
Kyrgyz Republic 
Ms. Orozbaeva graduated from the American University in Central Asia (bachelor’s degree), 
holds MBA from the Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Kyrgyz 
Republic (MBA). Mr. Orozbaeva is the Director of the Environmental Statistics at the 
National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic. In addition to statistical tasks of the 
department, she works on bringing the environmental statistics in compliance with 
international standards, and develops environmental accounts mentioned in the Strategy for 
the Development of National Statistics. 

 

Mr. Kiyomuddin Norov, Deputy Director 
Agency on Statistics under President of the Republic of Tajikistan 
Republic of Tajikistan 
Mr. Kiyomuddin Norov is the Deputy Director, Agency on Statistics under President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan from April 2010. He is responsible for economic analysis, 
international relations, statistics of agriculture & environment and national accounts & 
statistic of finance. Prior a post of the Deputy Director, he was the Head of Department of 
transport, communication, paid services, environment protection of State Committee on 
Statistics of the republic of Tajikistan. 

  

Kulsum Ahmed, Practice Manager 
The World Bank 
Washington DC, U.S.A. 
Ms. Kulsum Ahmed is Practice Manager in the Environment and Natural Resources (ENR) 
Global Practice (GP) of the World Bank. In her current role, she is responsible for providing 
strategic, technical and operational leadership to the ENR GP staff working in the Europe and 
Central Asia Region; contributing to the development and implementation of the global ENR 
GP strategy for addressing environmental and natural resource management issues; managing 
the ENR GP portfolio and pipeline for Europe and Central Asia region; and working closely 
with external and internal partners to ensure that the ENR GP agenda in the Europe and 
Central Asia region is complementary to and is effectively integrated with partners’ agendas. 
Over her 20 year career in the World Bank, she has led projects in the Latin America and 
Caribbean, Middle East and North Africa and Asia Regions, and led the Bank-wide practice 
on environmental institutions and governance, as well as pollution management and 
environmental health. Kulsum has authored numerous publications on renewable energy, 
environment, health, strategic environmental assessment and industrial pollution topics. She 
studied Natural Sciences at Cambridge University and has a Ph.D. in Chemistry from 
Imperial College, London.  
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Kumar Kylychev, Programme Dimension Chief, Environment and Energy 
UNDP  
Kyrgyzstan 
I hold a master degree in “International economy relations” from International University of 
Kyrgyzstan in 2003. I’m a Programme Dimension Chief of Environment and Energy 
Programme of UNDP Kyrgyzstan National Programme Management Unit, being responsible 
for designing, coordination and implementation of a multitude of projects in the field of 
natural resources management and climate change adaptation and mitigation. In 2012-2014 
served as a UNDP CO Tourism Focal point – provided advisory support to the Department of 
Tourism and coordinated designing and implementation of projects focused on development 
of local communities. Prior joining UNDP back in 2004 I worked in private sector.  

  

Ms. Lira Joldubaeva, National ERCA coordinator  
EU FLERMONECA project 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
Kyrgyzstan 
Mrs. Lira Joldubaeva holds PhD in biology from Kyrgyz State University in 2001.  
She is a National ERCA coordinator of EU FLERMONECA project in Kyrgyzstan, 
implemented by GIZ. She is responsible for the ERCA (Ecosystem restoration in Central 
Asia) component within FLERMONECA project in Kyrgyzstan which focuses on 
demonstration and dissemination of ecosystem-based management approaches on regional, 
sub-regional and sub-national levels and supporting conservation and restoration of biological 
diversity in the region. Prior to working at GIZ, she was a Head of Capacity Development 
and Scientific cooperation Department in the  Central-Asian Institute for Applied 
Geosciences (CAIAG) based in Bishkek.  

  

Mr. Martin Raiser, Country Director 
The World Bank 
Turkey 
Mr. Martin Raiser is the Country Director for Turkey of the World Bank. He holds a 
doctorate degree in Economics from the University of Kiel, Germany, and degrees in 
Economics and Economic History from the London School of Economics and Political 
Sciences. He worked for the Kiel Institute of World Economics and the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, where he was Director of Country Strategy and Editor of 
the Transition Report. Since joining the World Bank in 2003, Mr. Raiser held positions as the 
Country Manager in Uzbekistan and Economic Advisor in Ukraine. In his most recent 
assignment, Mr. Raiser served as Country Director for Ukraine, Belarus and Moldova from 
2008 until January 2012, when he moved to his current position. Mr. Raiser, a German 
national, is married and has four children. He has published numerous articles in refereed 
economic journals and authored several books. 

  

Mr. Mehmet AKTAŞ, Vice President 
Turkish Statistical Institute 
Turkey 
Mr. Mehmet AKTAŞ graduated from Economics Department of Middle East Technical 
University in 1994. He completed his master's degree at the Institute of Social Sciences of 
Kırıkkale University in 1998. He worked as a research assistant in Kırıkkale and Ankara 
Universities between 1994 and 1999. He worked as an expert in the Defense Industry 
Undersecretariat between 1999 and 2004. He worked as the Director of National Accounts 
Department of Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat) between 2005 and 2010. Mr. AKTAŞ 
has been the Vice President of TurkStat since 2010. He is responsible from the departments 
of national accounts, business statistics, agricultural statistics, environment, energy and 
transport statistics.  
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Michael Nagy, Statistician 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
Switzerland 
Mr. Michael Nagy is environment statistics and environmental-economic accounting expert at 
the Statistical Division of the UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE). He has more 
than 14 years of experience in environment statistics with a focus on water statistics and 
environmental-economic accounting. Before joining UNECE in October 2014 Mr. Nagy was 
Head of Section for Environment Statistics and Sustainable Development of the Qatar 
Statistics Authority (QSA, 2.5 years). Prior to working at QSA he was Head of the 
Department for Data Management and Reporting of the Environment Agency Austria where 
he worked for more than 12 years. 
He provided his expertise to several countries of Eastern Europe and the Middle East in the 
implementation of water statistics and water accounts. Mr. Nagy is member of various 
international expert groups and has been playing a central role in the development of 
international statistical standards and guidelines such as the International Recommendations 
for Water Statistics (IRWS) and the United Nations Framework for the Development of 
Environment Statistics (FDES). 

  

Mr. Mustafa BULUT, Planning Expert 
T.R. Ministry of Development, Department of Environment and Sustainable 
Development 
Turkey 
Mr. BULUT is a Planning Expert working on water and wastewater issues since 2007. He 
completed B.S. degree in Industrial Engineering at Middle East Technical University 
(METU) in 2005, and M.A. degree in Economics at Duke University in 2013. His 
responsibilities in Ministry of Development involve developing and evaluating macro-level 
policies, programs, plans and strategies, and coordinating public investment projects 
regarding the issues of water and wastewater. 

  

Mr. Mutallim Abdulhasanov, Head of Environmental Policy Division 
Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Azerbaijan 
Mr. Abdulhasanov is the head of Environmental Policy Divison of the Ministry of Ecology 
and Natural Resources in Azerbaijan. He is working on the areas of water resource 
management about 25 years. He is focal point of the Transboundary Effects of Industrial 
Accidents Convention, EU Environmental protection of international river basins project and 
UNDP/GEF project Reducing transboundary degradation in the Kura-Araks river basin. 

  

Ms. Nara Luvsan, Senior Regional adviser 
UNEP 
Switzerland 
Nara holds a BA in Economics and MA in International public policy 
Since 1987  she lead a career, first with the Mongolian government,  then with several UN 
agencies at senior levels and covering key topics of development assistance. Currently, she is 
with UNEP Regional Office for Europe in Geneva and works on issues related to poverty, 
environment, green economy with particular emphasis on Central Asia and Mongolia.  

 

Ms. Natalya I. Zharkina, Head,  
Department for Analytics, State Policy and Regulation in the Area of Health Protection 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of 
Belarus 
Republic of Belarus 
Has higher education in the field of geography, law; public and local administration 
specialist. Works in environmental protection institutions since 2000, and since 2008 has 
occupied the posts of Head of land And Landscapes Department, Deputy Head of Special 
Inspection for State Control, Deputy Head of Biological and Landscape Diversity 
Department, Head of Nature Use and Innovation Development Department, and since 
January 1, 2015 heads the Department for Analytics, State Policy and Regulation in the Area 
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of Health Protection. At the Ministry she coordinates implementation of unified state policy 
in the areas of environmental protection and sound use of natural resources, including 
improvement of economic mechanisms supporting sound (sustainable) use of natural 
resources and environmental monitoring, development of concepts, strategies, action plans, 
programs for sound (sustainable) use of natural resources and environmental protection. 

  

Mr. Onno van den Heuvel, Project Specialist 
UNDP – The Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) 
The Netherlands 
Mr van den Heuvel holds a M. Sc. in Human Geography (University of Utrecht, 2001). Based 
at the UNDP Istanbul Regional Hub, he is responsible for managing BIOFIN, implemented in 
29 countries. He previously worked in Mongolia as a policy expert for the Clean Air Fund 
and as a Biodiversity Programme Officer at UNDP.   

  

Ms. Pınar Topçu, Planning Expert 
T.R. Ministry of Development, Department of Agriculture 
Turkey 
Mrs. Topçu is a Planning Expert, with more than five years’ experience in the public sector, 
who prepares the expertise thesis called as “Policies on Preservation and Effective Use of 
Farmlands” and several articles dealing with agri-environmental issues. She holds a B.Sc. in 
Agricultural Engineering and M.Sc. in Soil Science from Ankara University, Faculty of 
Agriculture, and later on, second M.Sc. degree in Agri-Environmental Policy and Economy 
from University of Kent, School of Economics in 2014. She is mainly responsible for 
preparing “agriculture” and “forestry” sections of annual program which sets annual work 
program and evaluating these sector’s investment program of the related institutions as a 
Planning Expert.  

 

Mr. Rakhat Nurgaliyev, Head of Biological Resources Division 
Water and Biological Resources Management Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Kazakhstan 
Mr. Rakhat Nurgaliyev has graduated with Bachelor Degree “Biologist – Game Manager” 
from Seifullin State Agrotechnical University in 2006 and holds Master degree in Public 
Administration and International Relations from National school of administration in 2013 
(Ecole Nationale d’Administration, France). He is a Head of the Biological Resources 
Division of the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Kazakhstan, being responsible for 
the state programs in the area of forest management and wildlife.   

  

Mr. Roel Delahaye 
Statistics Netherlands 
The Netherlands 
Mr. Delahaye is a biologist who obtained a Ph.D. in Psychology from Essex University. For 
the last 10 years he has been a researcher at the Environmental Accounts department of 
Statistics Netherlands. He is responsible for programs in the areas of natural resources and 
waste accounts. 

  

Mr. Robert (Bo) Stearman, Environmental Specialist 
World Bank 
United States 
Mr. Bo Stearman holds a MSES and a MPA from Indiana University. He works for the 
WAVES program at the World Bank. Prior to working at the World Bank, Bo worked in 
Latin America for several years on environmental issues.  

  

Mr. Sebahattin SARI, Director  
Environment, Energy and Transport Statistics Department 
Turkish Statistical Institute 
Turkey 
Mr. Sebahattin SARI graduated from Middle East Technical University Engineering Faculty, 
Department of Chemical Engineering in 1991.  He worked as assistant expert between 1992 
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and 2000 and Expert between 2000 and 2003 in the Environmental Statistics Division of 
Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat). He worked as the Director of Trabzon Regional Office 
between 2003 and 2011, as the Director of Agriculture and Environment Statistics 
Department between 2011 and 2012 in TurkStat. He has been working as the Director of 
Environment, Energy and Transport Statistics Department of TurkStat since 2012. 

 

Ms. Sema Bayazit, Director,  
Department of Environment and Sustainable Development 
Ministry of Development  
Turkey  
Ms. Bayazit graduated from Middle East Technical University (METU), Department of City 
and Regional Planning in 1986. She received her master's degree in 1989 and PhD in 1997 
from the University of Nottingham in the United Kingdom. She is currently the Head of the 
Department of Environment and Sustainable Development.  Her main responsibilities include 
advising the government on policy formulation, national plan and program preparation in the 
areas of environment, waste, water, local administration, housing, disaster management with 
her team members. She has a deep experience on demography, migration, urban transport, 
environment and project management. She acted as advisor of Deputy Prime Ministry H.E. 
Mr Babacan during UN High Level Panel on Global Sustainability. She coordinated the 
national position reflected in UN Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals 
and very recently her department has contributed to the post-2015 Development Agenda 
negotiations at UN 

 

Ms. Sevil Acar, Asst. Professor 
Istanbul Kemerburgaz University 
Turkey 
Sevil Acar is an Assistant Professor of Economics at Istanbul Kemerburgaz University. Her 
main areas of research are environmental and resource economics, particularly green 
accounting, sustainable development indicators, and the resource course. From 2000 to 2005, 
Sevil Acar studied economics at Bogazici University. She holds a Master’s degree from 
Istanbul Technical University (2007) and a PhD degree in Economics from Marmara 
University (2011). Previously she worked as a teaching assistant at Istanbul Technical 
University (2005-2010). Awarded with a Swedish Institute scholarship, she conducted 
research at the Centre for Environmental and Resource Economics (CERE), Umeå 
University, Sweden during her PhD studies. 

 

Sirojiddin Berdikulov, Director of Department 
Ministry of Finance 
Republic of Uzbekistan 
Mr. Berdikulov holds a masters’ degree in Economics from the Tashkent Finance University 
in 2003. He has been working in the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Uzbekistan since 
2003. At present, he is the Director of the Finance Department in Agro-Industrial Complex 
under the Ministry of Finance. The Department is responsible for funding enterprises, 
organizations and events in agribusiness. 

  

Mr. Stamatios Christopoulos, Poverty and Environment Specialist 
UNDP 
Turkey 
Stamatios Christopoulos holds a Ph.D in Environmental Policy and Management from 
Aegean University. He is now responsible for the Poverty & Environment Initiative in the 
CIS region. Prior to this he supported ECIS on the run up to Rio+20  He has worked with 
various EU environmental research programme platforms. The Director of the Ministry of 
Environment in Romania. He is responsible for (or working on) programs in the areas of 
water resource management and climate change.  
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Mr. Stephen Karam, Sustainable Development Program Leader in Turkey 
The World Bank 
Turkey 
Mr. Karam holds advanced degrees in Public Policy and Middle East Studies from the 
University of Chicago.  For the past two years he has been stationed in Ankara, Turkey as the 
Sustainable Development Program Leader, overseeing an investment and policy advisory 
program across all infrastructure sectors, including Environment and Climate Change.  He 
has worked at the World Bank for nearly 20 years in private sector and urban development, 
and was most recently Lead Urban Economist and Regional Urban Development Program 
Leader for Europe and Central Asia.  

  

Mr. Stig Johansson, Senior Forestry Specialist 
The World Bank 
U.S.A. 
Dr. Stig Johansson holds a Doctor of Science degree in Agriculture and Forestry from the 
University of Helsinki. He is Senior Forestry Specialist in the Environment and Natural 
Resource Global Practice responsible for the global engagement component of the WAVES 
program. At the World Bank he has been working on biodiversity conservation, global 
environmental services, forestry and climate change. Prior to joining the World Bank he was 
Regional Director at Parks Finland and the vice-chair representing Pan-Europe in the IUCN 
World Commission on Protected Areas. He has worked more than 35 years with forestry, 
conservation and natural resources management and research both in developed and 
developing countries.  

  

Ms. Tatyana Yarmolovich, Chief Economist 
National Statistics Committee of the Republic of Belarus 
Republic of Belarus 
Ms. Yarmolovich holds a degree from the Belarus State Agrarian Technical University in 
2009. She works at the Administration for Statistics in Forestry and Agriculture of the 
National Statistics Committee of the Republic of Belarus since 2007, and in 2013 she was 
appointed Chief Economist. Deals with issues related to forestry statistics. 

  

Mr. Taylan KIYMAZ, Director 
Department of Agriculture and Forest 
Ministry of Development 
Turkey 
Mr. Kiymaz graduated from Middle East Technical University Department of Food 
Engineering in 1992. By succeeding in the employment examination, he has started working 
in the State Planning Organization (SPO) as an assistant planning specialist in 1993. After 
four years of experience he has become a planning expert in 1997 and has been sent to the 
USA to earn a master's degree in the Department of Agricultural Economics at Purdue 
University. In 1999, after his return he began working in the SPO and completed his second 
master’s in economics in 2001, which had been started at Hacettepe University. In 2007 he 
earned his Ph.D. in economics. Since October 2012, he has continued his career as head of 
the Department of Agriculture in the Ministry of Development. He has many publications in 
agriculture and the food economy area as well as sectoral policies and legislation. He gave 
lectures in universities. 

 

Mr. Teimuraz Murgulia, First Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Protection of Georgia 
Georgia 
Mr. Murgulia holds a PhD in Finances from State Institute of the Economic and Social 
Research in 2002. Currently, he occupies a position of the First Deputy Minister of 
Environment and Natural Resources Protection of Georgia and simultaneously he is the 
Director of LEPL Environmental Information and Education Centre.  He is responsible for 
Department of Environmental Policy and International Relations, Service of Waste and 
Chemicals Management, Service of Biodiversity Protection, Service of Water Resources 
Management, Service of Land Resources Protection and Mineral Resources, Service of 
Ambient Air Protection, Service of Natural and Anthropogenic Hazards Management and 
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Service of Climate Change. Prior to working at the Ministry he was Deputy Minister of 
Regional Development and Infrastructure of Georgia and was responsible for Sustainable 
Regional Development. 

  

Mr. Umed Davlatzod, Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan 
Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan 
Republic of Tajikistan 
Mr. Umed Davlatzod holds a PhD of Economic and management industrial policy from Tajik 
Technical University in 2003. He is the Deputy Minister of Ministry of Economic 
Development and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan. He is responsible for investment 
policy, regional development and monitoring of national programs issues. Prior to working at 
the Ministry, he was the First Deputy Chairman of “ORIENBANK” OJSC and Deputy Head 
of Chair of Tajik State National University. 

 

Mr. Vepa Gurbanov, Deputy Director 
Foreign Economic Activity Department 
Ministry of Economy and Development 
Turkmenistan 
Mr. Gurbanov Vepa holds a specialist qualification as economist-mathematician, Voronezh 
State University in 2007. He is the Deputy Head of the Foreign Economic Activity 
Department of Ministry of Economy and Development of Turkmenistan. He is responsible 
for the preparation of proposals and comments to the draft inter-state agreements, preparation 
of legal documents on improvement of state regulation of foreign economic activities, foreign 
economic analysis of projects and contracts, the study of domestic and foreign markets, the 
analysis of foreign economic relations of the country, cooperation with international 
organizations, participating in the work of the Intergovernmental commissions from the 
Turkmen side and etc. Prior to his working at the Ministry, he worked as Head of the 
Department of Foreign Economic Relations and International Cooperation of Institute of 
Strategic Planning and Economic Development.  

 

Mr. Zokir Ishpulatov, Director  
Department for Water Resource Management and Sustainable Use 
Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources  
Republic of Uzbekistan 
Mr. Ishpulatov holds a master’s degree in water resources and land reclamation from the 
Tashkent Institute of Irrigation and Land Reclamation in 2009. He is the Head of the 
Department in the Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. He is responsible for organization of management and effective use of water 
resources. Prior to his work at the Ministry, he served as a Chief Specialist of the Department 
of Topographical Survey in the Surkhandarya Regional Hydrogeology Office under the Amu-
Surkhan Basin Authority of Irrigation Systems, First Category Operator, and Head of the 
Reservoir Monitoring Department, Central Operations Control Center, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Water Resources of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 

 


